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1963 Okaloosa-Walton Junior College OWJC

1988 Okaloosa-Walton Community College OWCC

2003 Okaloosa-Walton College OWC

2008 Northwest Florida State College NWFSC

Ty Handy, President & Corporate Secretary
 An Equal Access/Equal Opportunity Ins  tu  on

www.nwfsc.edu/50 • www.nwfsc.edu/history

C. Wayne Ansley
Patrick E. Byrne

Brad Drake
Michael Flynt

Paul A Foster 
Rachel R. Gillis 

Brian Pennington 
Marijo Strauss

NWFSC Board of Trustees

Opportunity meeƟ ng each student’s educaƟ onal need at his or her level of ability

Excellence achieving the highest standards

Learning acquiring new skills, insights, and ideas

Success preparing students for the future

Creativity fi nding innovaƟ ve ways to accomplish our objecƟ ves

Community listening and responding to community needs

Teamwork supporƟ ng and respecƟ ng each other and those we serve

Values

Northwest Florida State College improves lives. We deliver outstanding educational 
programs that are relevant, accessible, and engaging for students of all ages and 

provide exceptional cultural, athletic, and economic development activities for the 
communities served. We commit to excellence, creativity, integrity, and service.

Mission Statement
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Featuring the spectacular national touring show

“This Is The ’60s”
A live concert experience combining mulƟ -media
imagery & high-concept stage design with
talented vocalists & the music of the Beatles,
Rolling Stones, Jeff erson Airplane, Supremes,
Monkeys, Janis Joplin, TemptaƟ ons, Cream,
Mama & Papas, Simon & Garfunkel & more! 

Relive the generaƟ on that altered everything
from hairstyles to human rights!

Come dressed in funky ’60s garb
for even more fun!

Tickets on sale July 1, 2013
Ticket op  ons*

•  Fab 50th Gala RecepƟ on &
Reserved VIP Show SeaƟ ng - $55 

•  Show Only – Reserved SeaƟ ng - $40

*Show title & ticket prices subject to change. $2 per ticket box offi  ce processing fee. Group Discount for

“Show Only” option - $5 off  per ticket for groups of 10 or more. No discounts for “Gala Reception & Show” option. 

Call or Click for Tickets
Box Office (850) 729-6000  •  www.mattiekellyartscenter.org

50th Anniversary Gala  •  October 12, 2013

Maƫ  e Kelly Arts Center, Niceville Campus

An Equal Access/Equal Opportunity Ins  tu  on 

 Continuing the Vision . . . 
Improving Lives!
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WHEREAS, the District Board of Trustees changed the offi  cial name of 
the college to NORTHWEST FLORIDA STATE COLLEGE on 
July 8, 2008; and 

WHEREAS, the college recognized the need for expanded credit and 
non-credit opportuniƟ es in Walton County and thus 
constructed the South Walton Center, which opened for 
classes January 6, 2009, as the college’s seventh area 
locaƟ on; and 

WHEREAS, the college has provided a wide variety of non-credit and postsecondary 
vocaƟ onal credit programs to area ciƟ zens over the years, including college 
preparatory, adult basic educaƟ on, literacy, adult vocaƟ onal, English for Speakers 
of Other Languages (ESOL), GED preparaƟ on, conƟ nuing educaƟ on, and personal 
enrichment courses and professional skills training; and

WHEREAS, the college has awarded more than 35,440 degrees and cerƟ fi cates to students 
and has served more than 350,160 individuals since its incepƟ on, and

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees designated the calendar year 1989 to commemorate 
the college’s 25th anniversary and the period of April 2003 to May 2004 to 
commemorate the college’s 40th anniversary; 

BE IT RESOLVED that Northwest Florida State College be commended for its stellar 50 years 
of service to provide educaƟ onal opportuniƟ es from GED to Bachelor’s degrees, 
cultural enrichment, and more to improve the lives of its students and the 
regional ciƟ zenry; and 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that: Northwest Florida 
State College will offi  cially celebrate its 50th 
Anniversary from April 17, 2013 through 
August 30, 2014 with special recogniƟ ons 
and events and that all offi  cial college 
publicaƟ ons refl ect this milestone in the 
history of NWFSC.

ADOPTED BY the Board of Trustees in Regular Session 
on this 19th day of February, 2013.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
AƩ est: Northwest Florida State College

 Paul A Foster
 Rachel R. Gillis 
 Brian Pennington
 Dale E. Rice, Jr.

CONTINUED

NWFSC Board of TrusteesBoard of Trustees
50th Anniversary Resolution50th Anniversary Resolution

Sandy Sims 
Marijo Strauss 
Esteena “Teena” K. Wells
H. Wesley Wilkerson
Ty Handy, President & Corporate Secretary
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Northwest Florida State College
50th Anniversary Kick-Off Assembly

& Doolittle Raiders Exhibit Dedication

April 17, 2013

Pre-Ceremony Music .......................................... Northwest Florida State College Jazz Ensemble
Fred Domulot, Director 

OWJC to NWFSC History Displays, Arena track level
DooliƩ le Raiders Silver Goblets Display, Arena track level, NW corner
B-25 Photo & Art CollecƟ on, Raider Room 

Salute to DooliƩ le Raiders .......................................................................39th IOS, Hurlburt Field
Lt. Col. J. Kiley Weigle

Welcome ...................................................................................... Dr. Ty Handy, NWFSC President

PresentaƟ on of the Colors .......................................................Honor Guard, Eglin Air Force Base

NaƟ onal Anthem ............................................................................................................Deversy5
Javonte Coleman, Nathan Fife, Ashley Meyer, Mallory Olds & Sivu Schlegel, 
Northwest Florida State College 

InvocaƟ on ....................................................................................... Rev. Mark L. Fitzhugh, Rector
St. Simons on the Sound Episcopal Church

50th Anniversary ..............................................................................Brian Pennington, Chairman
NWFSC Board of Trustees

C. Jeff rey McInnis, Chairman
50th Anniversary Planning CommiƩ ee

Dr. Ty Handy, NWFSC President

DooliƩ le Raiders Exhibit DedicaƟ on ........................... Dr. Ty Handy & NWFSC Board of Trustees
Lt. Col. Richard E. Cole 

Lt. Col. Edward J. Saylor
SSgt. David J. Thatcher

DooliƩ le Raider FoundaƟ on Scholarship PresentaƟ ons ...........................Lt. Col. Richard E. Cole

Closing Remarks .........................................................................................................Dr. Ty Handy

Photo Opportunity................................................... As Ɵ me allows, there will be an addiƟ onal opportunity
for the audience to take photos of the DooliƩ le Raiders

from the stands at the close of the ceremony

DooliƩ le Raiders Exit Arena ................................................Audience please stand in honor of our guests

NWFSC DooliƩ le Raiders Exhibit Open - Raiders Arena Lobby........................... Hours Exhibit Open:
10:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. April 17

Permanent hours:
Monday to Friday 8:00 am to 4:00 p.m.
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Doolittle Raiders History Exhibit
We gratefully acknowledge the generosity of donors whose gi  s help us honor

the heroes of the past and pay tribute to the Raiders’ proud heritage.

John C. Burton
Elvira Chicarelli 
Ronald and Debra Chilcote
Amy Dimond
Edward and Cynthia Doyle
James and Barbara Fowler 

Friends of the Raiders

Joy Houck
InsƟ tute for Senior Professionals (ISP)
James P. MarƟ n
The Parker Family
Pamela Smith
Warren and Monika Smith

In Loving Memory of SMSgt Marvin E. Adams, 
USAF, Ret

Col George “Bud” MOH-AFC and Doris M. Day
Eglin Federal Credit Union
Emerald Coast Military Aff airs Council
First City Bank

Fort Walton Machining
Duane and Debbie Gallagher
Bob W. and Eileen A. Guin
Maj Gen and Mrs. Donald P. Litke, 

USAF, Ret
JoAnn Tyner Reeves and

Reuben C. Manasco, Jr.

Bombardier/Gunner

Pilot
In loving memory of
Janis Marie “Jan” Peterson, co-founder of
Dale E. Peterson Realty, Inc. 
Forever living in the hearts of her family and community.

Co-Pilot

Navigator
GiŌ  by Ms. DoƩ y Blacker made in 

AppreciaƟ on of Dr. Ty and Kimberly Handy

Eglin Chapter Air Force AssociaƟ on (AFA)
and Eglin AFA EducaƟ on FoundaƟ on

Speegle ConstrucƟ on, Inc.
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WHEREAS, the college recognized the need for expanded cultural opportuniƟ es for students 
and the general public and thus constructed an arts complex, now named the 
Maƫ  e Kelly Fine & Performing Arts Center, which opened for classes in January 
1996 and held its fi rst public performance in January 1997, serving more than 1.5 
million patrons since its incepƟ on; and

WHEREAS, new construcƟ on and major renovaƟ on 
from 1996 to 2012 has provided students 
and the public enhanced access to higher 
educaƟ on opportuniƟ es and services 
through faciliƟ es including the Niceville 
campus Learning Resources Center, 
astronomical Observatory, Marie Snow 
Greene Visual Arts Building, Mary Lou 
O’Connor Child Development Center, 
Robert E. Greene, Jr. Science Building, 
Community Services Complex (Okaloosa County 911/Emergency 
OperaƟ ons Center and Raiders Arena), Student Services Center and AcƟ viƟ es 
Center, as well as the Robert L.F. Sikes EducaƟ on Center expansion in Crestview 
and the South Walton Center in Walton County; and

WHEREAS, the Collegiate High School was established in 2000 at the Niceville campus 
and is consistently among the state’s top performing high schools, providing 
opportuniƟ es for 10th, 11th and 12th grade students to earn college credits and 
an Associate degree simultaneously; and 

WHEREAS, through a cooperaƟ ve eff ort with 
the University of West Florida, 
baccalaureate degree opportuniƟ es 
were fi rst off ered at the college’s 
Niceville campus in 2000; and

WHEREAS, the State Board of EducaƟ on 
authorized OWCC to develop baccalaureate degree programs in April 2003, 
and the Southern AssociaƟ on of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges 
awarded the college Level II accreditaƟ on status in December 2003 to award 
baccalaureate degrees, and the college began baccalaureate programs of study 
starƟ ng fall semester 2004; and

WHEREAS, the offi  cial name of the college was changed July 1, 2004, to OKALOOSA-WALTON 
COLLEGE to refl ect the new accreditaƟ on to award bachelor’s degrees; and 

WHEREAS, the Florida Legislature passed the “State College Bill” establishing the Florida 
College System in 2008, which was signed by Florida’s governor on June 12, 2008, 
at a ceremony held at the college’s Niceville campus; and

CONTINUED

NWFSC Board of TrusteesBoard of Trustees
50th Anniversary Resolution50th Anniversary Resolution
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WHEREAS, Dual Enrollment, a state program enacted by the Florida Legislature in 1971, 
began at the college in 1972 to enable high school students to earn college credits 
while sƟ ll in high school; and

WHEREAS, a 2 + 2 program was established with the University of West Florida in winter 
semester 1982, with start-up monies being appropriated by the 1983 Legislature 
for a Joint Center in Fort Walton Beach; and

WHEREAS, recognizing the importance of providing direct on-site college educaƟ on and 
services at the local military bases, the college established centers at Eglin Air 
Force Base and Hurlburt Field in 1983; and 

WHEREAS, the Northwest Florida Symphony Orchestra at 
Okaloosa-Walton Junior College was established 
in August 1987; and 

WHEREAS, the offi  cial name of the college was changed 
March 15, 1988, to OKALOOSA-WALTON 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE; and

WHEREAS, local community leaders partnered with the college to establish the OWCC 
FoundaƟ on in November 1988 to provide charitable and educaƟ onal aid to the 
college for enhanced educaƟ onal opportuniƟ es, instrucƟ on, and other related 
acƟ viƟ es, resulƟ ng in more than $16 million in scholarships and support to the 
college since its incepƟ on; and 

WHEREAS, by Congressional Act, H.R. 5291 - Congressman 
Earl HuƩ o, land has been designated for a 
permanent site of the Okaloosa-Walton Community 
College/University of West Florida Joint Center 
in Fort Walton Beach on October 18, 1988 with 
construcƟ on groundbreaking in August 1990 and 
the new joint campus opening for classes in August 
1992; and 

WHEREAS, the college has provided higher educaƟ on 
opportuniƟ es and adult basic educaƟ on instrucƟ on 
in north Okaloosa County for more than thirty years and purchased the Robert 
L.F. Sikes City of Crestview Library building in 1993 to provide a permanent 
college instrucƟ onal locaƟ on in the area, named the Robert L.F. Sikes EducaƟ on 
Center; and

WHEREAS, the college off ered an intercollegiate athleƟ cs program from 1969-1978 and re-
established athleƟ cs teams in 1991 which have consistently earned numerous 
state, regional and naƟ onal Ɵ tles, including the Men’s Basketball 1994-95 
NaƟ onal Junior College AthleƟ cs AssociaƟ on Championship; and

CONTINUED
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50th Anniversary Resolution50th Anniversary Resolution
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Special Thanks to:

Exhibit Author

Frank L. Goldstein, Ph.D., Col. USAF, Ret. 
With primary reference material:  the works of Lt. Col. C.V. Glines, author of Dooli  le’s Tokyo Raiders
(author and offi  cial historian of the Raiders); Des  na  on Tokyo by Stan Cohen, and Dooli  le: a Biography 
by Lowell Thomas and Edward Jablonski.

Exhibit Advisors & Review

Lt. Gen. Kelly H. Burke, USAF, Ret. 
Clay McCutchan, 96th Text Wing Historian, Eglin Air Force Base

50th Anniversary Planning Committee

Jeff rey McInnis, Chair
Eileen Arpke
Sylvia Bryan
Marilee “Lee” Caldwell
Julie CoƩ on
Rhonda Duryea
Rachel Gillis
Audrey Hains

Ross Hamilton
Beverly Holmes

Barbara Jones
Carolyne Laux

April Leake
Ryan Fisher, SGA

Beverly Sandlin
DeWayne Youngblood

Doolittle Raiders Exhibit

Donation of Artwork & Exhibit Materials

Air Force Armament Museum, Eglin Air Force Base  
Beach Community Bank
Lt. Gen. Kelly H. Burke, USAF, Ret. 
Rev. Mark Fitzhugh, John Fitzhugh, Michael Fitzhugh
Col. Robert Gallavan, USAF, Ret.
Frank L. Goldstein, Ph.D., Col. USAF, Ret.
Ron Hargrove 
Hennessy USA, Alan Thompson, Market Manager, Military
James MarƟ n, MD
Clay McCutchan, 96th Text Wing Historian, Eglin Air Force Base
NaƟ onal Museum of the U.S. Air Force 
Northwest Florida Daily News – Tom Conner, Publisher; Ken Maines, ArƟ st; Devon Ravine, Photo  
Joyce Nunnery
William and Kristy Phillips • www.greenwichworkshop.com/phillips
Robert Seale Photography • www.RobertSeale.com
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Doolittle Raiders Exhibit

Exhibit Committee 

Sylvia Bryan, NWFSC MarkeƟ ng & Community RelaƟ ons Director
Mia Checkley, NWFSC FaciliƟ es Coordinator
Frank L. Goldstein, PhD., Col. USAF, Ret.
Janice Henderson, NWFSC Learning Resources Center Director
Tom Ballasch, USAF, Ret., and NWFSC InsƟ tute for Senior Professionals
Edward Livingston, USAF Reserve, and NWFSC Media Services Manager, Ret.
Gen. Bill Maxson, USAF, Ret.
Ramsey Ross, NWFSC AthleƟ cs Director

Construction & Design by

Murphy-Orr Exhibits:   Jerry Murphy, Antonio Murphy, Richard Smith, Sue Traff 

USS Hornet & B-25 Bomber Scale Models by

Frank EmmeƩ , Ph.D., Lt. Col. USAF, Ret.

Other Assistance & Special Thanks to

David Alsop, Sam Marshall Architects
Tom Casey, DooliƩ le Raider Business Manager
Liz Coates, NWFSC MarkeƟ ng Staff  Assistant
Patrice Coff man, NWFSC FoundaƟ on Staff  Assistant
Ted Corcoran, Greater Fort Walton Beach Area Chamber of Commerce
Lt. Col. Donald A. Cox, USAF, Ret.
Lt. Col. Allen Dickson, USAF, Ret. 
Florida 1 SMRT
Audrey Edwards
MSgt Wes Fields, USAF, Ret., DooliƩ le Raider Security Director
Benjamin Gillham, NWFSC Graphic Design Professor, 50th Anniversary logo design
George Jones, Air Armament Museum
Sam Jones, NWFSC FaciliƟ es Director
CrisƟ e Kedroski, NWFSC Vice President of College Advancement
Maƫ  e Kelly Arts Center Ushers
Tracy PaƩ en, NWFSC Learning Resources Center, staff 
Kathleen Perry, NWFSC Learning Resources Center, volunteer
Terry Comeau, Rhonda Moronez and Tara Sikes – NWFSC Graphic Services
NWFSC Raider Reps
Dr. Gary Yancey, NWFSC Vice President for AdministraƟ on

Special Thanks to:
CONTINUED
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WHEREAS, the establishment of a junior college to be located in Okaloosa County was 
authorized by the 1963 LegislaƟ ve Session, House Bill 831, April 1963, and became 
part of the Florida Statutes in Chapter 63-445; and

WHEREAS, the fi rst junior college Advisory CommiƩ ee was appointed by the Governor’s 
Offi  ce in December 1963, the Charter President was appointed eff ecƟ ve February 
14, 1964, and the college was offi  cially named OKALOOSA-WALTON JUNIOR 
COLLEGE on March 10, 1964; and 

WHEREAS, OWJC was authorized by the State of Florida in the fall of 1964 and was granted 
accreditaƟ on status from the Southern AssociaƟ on of Colleges and Schools 
Commission on Colleges in December 1965; and

WHEREAS, the fi rst classes off ered through Okaloosa-Walton Junior College began August 
24, 1964, with 767 students in aƩ endance on a temporary campus in Valparaiso, 
Florida; and 

WHEREAS, through Congressional acƟ on H.R. 4905 - 
Congressman Robert L. F. Sikes, on August 
2, 1965, and the U. S. Senate Bill 2346 
- Senator Spessard Holland, on August 
30, 1965, the permanent site for the main 
campus in Niceville was approved by the 
Board of Public InstrucƟ on and ownership 
transferred from the U. S. Government (Eglin 
AFB) to the Okaloosa County Board of Public 
InstrucƟ on for exclusive use of OWJC; and

WHEREAS, in the college’s fi rst year of operaƟ on, OWJC students selected the “Raiders” as 
the college’s offi  cial mascot name, in honor of the DooliƩ le Raiders, WWII heroes, 
who trained for their historic mission at Eglin; and

WHEREAS, the fi rst commencement of 85 charter students took place on May 1, 1966, in 
Perrine Park, Valparaiso; and

WHEREAS, governance of OWJC was transferred from the Okaloosa County Board of Public 
InstrucƟ on to the OWJC Board of Trustees on July 1, 
1968, and the college moved to a new permanent 
campus in Niceville in December 1968; and

WHEREAS, a HUD grant was approved for the establishment 
of the OWJC Chautauqua Neighborhood Center in 
DeFuniak Springs with a groundbreaking ceremony 
held on September 4, 1970; and 

NWFSC Board of TrusteesBoard of Trustees
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